
It was a smashing success 
of  a fundraiser Satur-
day night as hundreds 

of  Green Valley Assistance 
Services supporters and 
staff  gathered to highlight 
Michael Dorn, founder 
of  Dorn Homes and a loyal 
supporter of  GVAS, for the 
agency’s 8th Annual Gala 
at the Madera Clubhouse 
at Quail Creek Resort Com-
munity. 

The Gala raised an es-
timated $70,000 enabling 
GVAS to continue its mis-
sion: To “passionately seek, 
secure, and provide essen-
tial social services through 
efficient use of  both GVAS 
and community resources, 
for at-risk seniors, families 
and individuals, enabling 
clients to achieve basic 
human dignity and pride 
within a solid and thriving 
community.”

Dorn and his wife Linda 
were on hand accompanied 
by many members of  their 
family, including Michael’s 
longtime secretary (now re-
tired) Wilma Lacruse, who 
sat at the table of  honor.

Michael has been in the 
construction business for 
most of  his career, building 
apartments, retail centers, 
auto malls, and personal 
residences.

The Dorns have been 
married for 20 years, first 
coming to Green Valley in 
1990. After seeing the views, 
the couple was a hooked on 
Green Valley and the sur-
rounding area—the ideal 
area for home construction. 
The rest is history—18 years 
and thousands of  homes 
later.

The Dorns have five chil-
dren and 10 grandchildren.

 Their son, David 
Grounds and his wife El-
len are the owners of  Dorn 
Homes which they acquired 
in 2001. Daughter Christi 
Bartoletti is owner of  Vis-
ta Eye Care in Green Valley 
and her husband Michael 
is the general service man-
ager of  Green Valley Heat-
ing and Cooling. Daughter 
Julie Grounds is the owner 
of  the recently opened Cen-
tral Pet in Amado.

The Dorns and their chil-
dren feel that giving back to 
their communities is vitally 
important.

In 1998, Michael and Da-
vid, through Dorn homes, 
donated land for the cur-
rent site of  GVAS, the 
Green Valley Community 
Food Bank, and the Green 
Valley Fire District Station 
# 153. Both Michael and 
Linda have been strong 
financial supporters of  
GVAS, as well as David and 
Christi. Mike and Julie 
have all been very involved 
in GVAS as participants 
and board members.

The Dorns also have a 
home in Pebble Beach, Ca-
lif., where they recently 
established a scholarship 
program, called Pay It For-
ward Scholarship Founda-
tion, for eight college stu-
dents. The Dorns feel very 
fortunate that they are able 
to give back to individuals 
and agencies by “paying it 
forward.”

Platinum sponsor for 
the Gala was The Park 
Foundation/Twin Buttes 
Properties, followed by gold 
sponsors American Nevada 
Company (Mission Peaks 
4000, LLC), silver sponsor 
plus: Freeport-McMoRan 
Copper & Gold, and silver 

sponsors: Animal Care Cen-
ter of  Green Valley, P.C.; 
Dorn Homes, Green Valley 
Cooling and Heating, Green 
Valley News & Sun and Re-
treat at Santa Rita Springs, 
There were also copper and 
bronze sponsors, as well 
friends of  GVAS who con-
tributed to sponsorships.

The fun began with a si-
lent auction, hors d’oeuvres, 
a foundation of  margaritas 
and music by the Titan Val-
ley Warheads.

Gala chair and GVAS 
Board President Glenn 
Lundell  welcomed the 
crowd and shared the GVAS 
highlights and mission. He 
praised the work done by 
GVAS staff  and volunteers, 
especially helping many 
homebound seniors in the 
community who had lim-
ited or no transportation. 
With GVAS help, the Depart-
ment of  Economic Security 
changed a policy that would 
require homebound seniors 
applying for food stamps to 
drive to Tucson for finger-
print imaging for identify 
purposes.

 “Those who were home-
bound were unable to get 
to travel,” Lundell said. 
“GVAS helped them elimi-

nate this requirement.”
GVAS is proud of  this past 

year. More than 10,000 miles 
and 2,400 hours have been 
provided by volunteers to 
help isolated seniors get to 
their doctor appointments, 
banking and grocery shop-
ping. The case management 
program helped more than 
340 individuals by provid-
ing information, resources, 
and advocacy for seniors to 
continue to live indepen-
dently at home. 

GVAS also provided a 
new program called ben-
efits check-up, providing 
110 screenings to seniors 
amounting in more than 
$300,000 in benefits. GVAS 
also provided emergency 
and temporary monetary 
assistance.

Emcee for the live auction 
was David Grounds, who 
with his charming sense of  
fun got the ball rolling rais-
ing even more money for 
GVAS, auctioning off  art 
work, golf  packages, jewel-
ry, gift certificates, and even 
an electric guitar signed by 
the group, Chicago!

GVAS officers include: 
Glenn Lundell, president; 
John Sullivan, vice presi-
dent; Amber Mathewson, 

secretary; and Ann Gill-
ingham, treasurer. The 
hard-working members 
at large include: Michael 
Bartoletti, Carol Molski, 
James Molski, Christine 
Bartoletti and Linda Pig-
man, CPA financial consul-
tant.

GVAS staff, many who 
were busy working the 
gala, included: Christine 
Kang, executive director; 
Jay Bendtsen, eligibility 
coordinator; Claire Coon, 
eligibility assistant; Linda 
Delgado, senior commu-
nity service employment 
program; Donna Rakow-
Hockersmith,  benefits 
check-up; Barbara Hunt, 
prog ram coordinator; 
Elizabeth Martinez, case 
manager; Marilyn Rob-
erts, volunteer coordinator 
and Laura Romero, office 
manager.

Nearly everyone partici-
pated in the gala behind the 
scenes. Well done too, to 
Nancy Spencer, Gala regis-
tration committee and Kim 
McGuire, who handled 
publicity.

GVAS will now be able to 
keep up the great work!
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Green Valley Assistance Services:  Paying it forward
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LINDA AND MICHAEL DORN relax and enjoy the Green Valley Assistance Services’ 8th Annual 
Gala Saturday night at Quail Creek Clubhouse where Michael was highlighted for his motto of 
“paying it forward.”

Talk of 
the Town
REGINA FORD

AMERICAN INDIAN HANDCRAFTED
Navajo, Zuni & Hopi Sterling Silver & 14k Gold Jewelry 

Navajo Sand Paintings & Sand Painted Lamps
 Pueblo Pottery & Storytellers • Hopi & Navajo Kachinas 
Reservation Pawn • Tohono O’odham & Navajo Baskets 

Zuni Table Fetishes • Fetish Necklaces

We are th
e longest es

tablished Indian Jewelry Business in Tubac
and have the largest selection of...

SELECT GROUP OF SHIRTS • BUY 3 & 4TH IS FREE
  Open 7 Days a week 9-5             27 Tubac Rd.   398-9333

Watch for the return of the 
Turquoise Hudson Hornet - It’s in The Shop!

M o n - F r i  9 - 4  i n  t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  P l a z a
ALL FROM NEW WEST 625-6677

NEW Counter Tops

NEW Blinds

NEW Draperies

NEW Floor Coverings

Ricardo Silva, Jr. D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic Dentistry

281 Obregon Avenue
Nogales, Sonora, Mexico
Toll Free: 1-866-426-4139

Member:
American Dental Association 

& Academy of 
General Dentistry

Sponsored by: Friends of the Green 

Valley Library Upcoming event at the 

Green Valley Library

Symphony PreviewSymphony Preview 
SeriesSeries

Friday, Nov 14, 3:00pm

Brahms, Copland Brahms, Copland 
and Barberand Barber

Presenter: Presenter: 
Dr. Jay RosenblattDr. Jay Rosenblatt For more 

information 
   on programs, 

call 594-5295

Remember to visit 
the Friend’s used 

bookstore in the library

Hours: 
9-12 Mon. - Thurs.,Sat; 
10-1:00, Fri., 1-4 Sun.

We welcome your 
donation of used books

Two free tickets will be Two free tickets will be 

presented in a free presented in a free 

drawing at the lecture.drawing at the lecture.

Charlotte Thompson
Independent Beauty Consultant

520-625-8610
Green Valley, AZ 85614

thompson4@cox.net
www.marykay.com/cthompson

®

CATALINA REALTY

RESULTS NOT PROMISES!
(520) 399-3901 

www.catalinarealty.biz
81-A W. Esperanza Blvd., Green Valley AZ 85614

Each offi ce independently owned & operated

TWO BEDROOM VILLA - Private location near arroyo with upgrad-
ed white kitchen, nicely furnished and ready to rent out or to use 
this winter. Owner wishes to buy up into a home, so consider 
a trade if you have a house in Green Valley. Asking 
price is $84,900. Lets talk...

OPEN THURS 10-1OPEN THURS 10-1

Barbara Hinton, Broker Associate
403-6720 • bhinton1j@msn.com

$$$ VIEWS IN THE VILLAGES - 373 W. RIO SANTA CRUZ
2 bedroom, 2 bath. Open floor plan with combined 350 sq. ft. 
living and dining room. In house laundry. Dual cooling and dual 
pain windows.

OPEN TODAY & FRIOPEN TODAY & FRI

9-129-12

Bob LaVigne • 631-2795

1250 N. PLACITA DE JOSEPHINA - Fantastic custom home built 
in ‘92 w/2BR, den, 2BA, open light kitchen w/eat-in area facing 
patio-garden spot w/fountain. Over 2,000 SF of space w/ceramic 
tile floors, high ceilings, fireplace, charm galore! 
Phone to see this while it lasts! $285,000.

Barbara Hinton, Broker Associate
403-6720 • bhinton1j@msn.com

SERINA’S
SALON&SPA

Full Service Salon & SpaFull Service Salon & Spa

DRINKS • FOOD

JOIN US FOR OUR 
OPEN HOUSE 

NOV. 13TH 

Up To 50% OFF 
Products!

$25 gift cards will be  given 
out for complimentary 

services with Serina only

GV Mall 648-1677


